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| The 2008 Secretariat

The CARAM Asia Secretariat operates from Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. The Secretariat Team comprises of:

a Cynthia Gabriel

Regional Coocdinator

m Elizabeth Deveraj
Financa Officar

Suksma Ratri
Empowerment of Migrants Living with HIV and their Spouses
Program Officer

m Musarrat Perveen
otate of Heatth Program Officer

a Vivian Chong
Fereign Domestic Worker Program Officer

g Christopher Pearman
Infarmation and Communications Officar

m Jennifer Joachim
Administrative Assistant

The CARAM Asia Vision

All people have the right to stay or move and
live and work in dignity, with equal rights, in a
society where their quality of life is ensured.
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From the Regional Secretariat

This is CARAM Asia 2008

ver the past year Coordination of Action Research |
0 on AIDS and Mobility In  Asia  has continued |

to position itself as one of the leading regional net-
works within the field of migration and haalth. While our |
workload remained robust, action onentated and eventful, #8
there were also many opporfunities to reflect, leam and &
evaluate which will further strengthen our capacity in the  cynthia Gabriel, Regional Coodinator
future,

In keeping with CARAM Asia's strategic plan for 2002-2009, our organisation focused much
of its effort on raising the visibility of the network, to further highlight our capacity as a consis-
tently growing and efficient organisation. It was in light of this that CARAM Asia obtained
ECOS0C status from the United Nations, a clear recognition o sk Forcef the achievements
that the network has made throughout the past decads. With this new status, CARAM Asia
is now better positioned to advocate and lobby governments, through official representation
at various High Level meetings, including the United Nations Human Rights Council

Despite changes of personnel at the regional secretanat in vanous timeas throughout the year,
CARAM Asia's strategic plans were all succassfully implemented and there were prominent
advances |n all of the four programme areas.

One of the most significant precedents set by the network was CARAM Asia's decision to
boycott the second Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD) in the Philippines
This decision was taken largely due to three main obstacles in the process; firstly the GFMD
continues to view the role of the migrant worker as a mere commodity. Secondly, migrant
worker's voices were deliberately isolated from the process of review and thirdly, the increas-
ing shipulations in the Civil Society consultation day, removed grassroots organisations from
attendance.

Instead, CARAM Asia participated in a parallel event known as the International Assembly
of Migrants and Refugees (|AMR). This consisted of workshops, life story testimony and also
included a protest at the continually faulty premise on which the GFMD is based.

It was a testimony to the solidanty of Civil Society Organisations working within the field of
migrant issues, that last year heralded the historic formation of the International Migrants
Alliance (IMA). For the first time, migrants, refugees and displaced people came fogether
ta make their voices heard and share their expenences for collective action, IMA is a manifes-
tation of the direct activism, determination, growing resistance and unity of marginalised
communities. There are now 123 participating migrant associations, NGOs, and trade unions
from 68 countries from all over the world who attended the IMA.

In order to make further advances in the field of migration and health, the dnve for resource
mobilisation remains the most serious challenge as we seek new funding to continue our
important work. Despite all of the advances that the network has made, the demand for
the increase in standards in rights protections continues to feature as migration becomes
increasingly prominent in world affairs. i
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The Global Financial Crisis and Impact on

CARAM Asia’s work

he work of CARAM Asla was not
I spared from the world events of

2008, which have profoundly
affected the international community in an
assortment of ways, The most poignant
of these, remains the emergence of the
global financial crisis that began to deepen
in the closing months of |ast year As
a result of this cument crisis, millions
of migrant workers throughout the
world face retrenchment back o
thesr countries of ongin as destina-
tion counines seek to exploit the
fiexibility of migrant workers' short
term contracts by deporting them in
droves.

The six states that make up
the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) are now seeking o
remove as many as six million
migrants from their means of
employment in the construction
and service sectors. In Malaysia, 4
plans are already in motion to ?
deport 800,000 migrants within the
naxt twoe year, While in China, some ftwenty
million urban migrants have found themselves
unemployed with a further thirty million at nsk.

The financial crisis is also likely to create an
increasingly hostile environment for migrants
who will face increasing xenophobic treatment
in countries of destination as local populations,
fearful for ftheir own economic stability,
seek to continually lay the blame at foreign
workers, This has been well documented by
the increase in attack rates in many countries
including Russia and the increased use
of unaccountable civilian units to monitor
raids on suspected undocumented workers.

-&

“millions of migrant workers
throughout the world face
retrenchment back to their
countries...”

Unsurprisingly, migrant workers whose
jobs are often charactenised by short
lerm contracts, are largely deprived
of job security and guarantees of
protections for the long term, find
themselves increasingly wulnerable as
industries wind up, and the economy set

to shrink further. For thosa migrants who
remain employed, there is likely o be a
race to the bottom in rights protection,
as employers seek to exploit
migrant’s desperation to work and
o keep their own families out of

poverty.

Despite  continually  profiting
from Labour Export Policies
\v‘ (LEP), many sending countries

are unable fo provide safety
mechanisms in order o reinte-
grate their own citizens back into so-
ciety. This process is likely to push millions
of families, who have become dependent on the
eamed remittances, further info the grips of pov-
erty. This is likely to have a catasirophic efiect
on the family’s ability to afford education, food
safety and access to health for their immediate
and extended families. While many leading
economists and scholars fail to predict the long
term implications of the financial cnsis, there is
ne doubt that the world is pow currently in the
grips of one of the worst economic downturms
the intemational community has witnessed In
decades. It is within this context, that the work
of CARAM Asia holds great significance.




Information & Communication:

Print Materials:

ver the past year, the network has

intensified its efforts to raise

awareness of our organisation's
goals and campaigns within the region
This was primarily undertaken by carry-
ing loud campaign messages and through
the publication of a new brochure, pam-
phiets, booklets, T-shirts and banners. A
new CARAM Asia brochure was widely
distributed together with the inaugural
Annual Report 2007 to present our new
dynamic  restructured organisational
focus and the wide spectrum of activities
conducted throughout the past year to
both internal and external stakeholders.

In order to clearly define the operation of
the network, a Constitution booklet was
published. The purpose of this was two-
fold, firstly this enabled members of the
network to fully comprehend the roles of
the vanous participants within the organi-
sation, by underlining the responsibilities
that each has to CARAM Asia. Secondly
the bookiet provided possible donors with
a definitive understanding of the functions
of the organisation and our subsequent
aims within the region. Overall this there-
fore served to further maximise both the
efficiency and clanty of the organisation

1427
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The Migration, Health and Globalisation
(MHG) task force elucidates CARAM
Asia's perspective on issues relating
to migration, health and globalisation
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through the publication of its MHG Position
Paper. It was printed on tme before the second
annual Global Forum on Migration and Develop-
ment (GFMD) and achieved its purpose of
deepening discussions to strategic audiences.

ni_ The State of Health

(50H) task force also
sharpened its arguments
in a8 concise and reader
friendly pamphlet. The
: CARAM Asia Policy Brief
e el on Removal of Mandatory
HIV Testing for Migrant
Workers was also produced
for the International AIDS
Conference to  gamer
support for SOH's campaign
for the removal of mandatory HIV testing policies.

Hemenal ol danduior FE T
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Mearwhile, the
Foreign Domestic
Workers (FDW) task
force also prnted
T-shirts and banners
in vaicing its
' campaign call to get
== “Domaeslic work rec-
= _ ognised as work’

- The T-shits made
the campaign's
presence heard at various events including the street
protest against Labour Export Policies at the GFMD
in the Philippines. These important advocacy mate-
rials will continue to be used for various future initia-
tives and will remain relevant until state policies are
changed to the benefit of the migrant communities.
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i "dm&hmﬂngmdﬂmntaﬁﬁ
the network further strengthened
Jere were more joumnalists who had
AM Asia's many press releases, and
iﬁtmasud through many joumalists

L y lstm:rm an intemational hmadnasﬂng
i 'j fthe network in 2007, contacted Vivian
ther Hﬁ'mmun and communication officer. in order
api-ﬂm on Issues facing migrant workers
t of the year was peppered with interviews
d with the med|a for interviews with magazines
of print media. As a result of this, CARAM Asia
nErﬂ media coverage than the previous
aysia, was given centre spread coverage in a
' issues fimﬂm gTvan front page coverage with addition
Wr in Malaysia, the Onental Daily. The expo-
was important as it was an opportunity for the network to shed
ﬂmﬂmhﬂtnd and alienated by locals. ln tc-tal. the secretariat issued some twelve press releases
throughout the previous year and recaived coverage in all types of various media forms of print,
TV and radio broadcast and intemet media. Many of our members also initiated joint statements
and media engagement collectively within the network.

Website:

While the aim within 2007 focused on constructing
the website in line with the structural change within
the organisation, 2008 was a year which witnessed a
complete revamping of our network’s website. As such,
the website has now evolved to support more of our ad-
vocacy initiatives with a few enhancements and periodi-
cal updates also incorporated. As advocacy campaigns
gained momentum, a pop-up link entitled "Recognise
Domeastic Work as Work™ was |[aunchad on the wabsite
This provides browsers with links to the newly added
FDW Campaign page that not only illustrates the campaign plans but most importantly serves
as an attraction to possible campaign partners who can find out ways to join and support the
campaign.

The website also provides a link to the FDW blog that facilitates news sharing among FDW activ-
15ts and supporters, providing visitors with extensive coverage specifically on issues relating to
FOW. The TFEM task force has also created a blog that has knitted the HIV positive community
closer together, in order to assert their rights in solidarity. In contrast to the content featured on
the CARAM Asia website, these blogs are targeted at browsars with a common interast in a
specific area to exchange views and serve the purpose of coalition building
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The CARAM Asia website was penodically updated with new activities planned not just on the site
calendar but also incorporated news and pictures on the front page. New publications, presentations
and advocacy materials were also featured on the front page. Special attention on the website was
given to announcing the publication of the CARAM Asia Policy Brief on Removal of Mandatory HIV
Testing for Migrant Workers.

Other categories of contents were also added to the site with a news archive created to ease the ability
of readers to browse, The calendar, featuring our current and upcoming activiies, was also enhanced.
In sum, there was a continuous improvement to the design, function and overall purpose of the CARAM
Asia website.

CARAM Asia also decided to end the services of its |T consultant, who had provided valuable
assistance to our information management needs. \We felt that after some years, it was important
to build on capacities |locally, and have our own personnel within the secretariat assume said
responsibilities. This also served as a cost saving measure on our side to relocate funds lo our
ongoing campaigns.

E-newsletter:

Cne of CARAM Asia's major tasks in the field of communica-
tion was the publishing of e-newsletters on a monthly basis.
While the consistency of the information flowing out of the
regional secretariat was appreciated by several members
of the CARAM Asia network as well as external partners, it
became apparent that several others, especially in countries
that didn’t yet enjoy high speed internat access, were not able
to maximise the usefulness of having an electronic newsletter
delivered to their mailboxes on a regular basis.

A decision o conduct an assessment on the usefulness of
an e-newsletter was then carried out in the middle of last
yaar and among the outcomes was an adjustment o the §
frequency of producing the e-newsletter. This was subse-
quently changed from & monthly to guarterly release. The
assessment further revealed that members were content
with a periodic update on a quarterly basis, as activities
and updates of the network were already promoted through s list serve to membars and also on
the CARAM Asia website. The new quarterly e-newsletter was formatted 1o be more printer friendly
on the website as previous designs for the monthly newsletter were meant for web browsers with
less attractive print options. VWhenever members were attending meetings at the secretariat, a print
copy of the quarterly e-newsletter were distributed. Although the frequency has now been reduced,
the interest among members to share information on their activities remained, and members have
continued to send news to the secretariat for publication on both the website news section and the
e-newsletter section.

Emails and List Serves:

Clvil Society groups both inside and outside of the organisation. Press

releases, news, and announcements on new activities were all sent
to relevant people in advance. The CARAM Asia mailing list remained the
preferred communication tool for members who want to exchange information
while the four task forces list serves were alive with discussion concerning
future developments. The same vibrancy was also evident for the list serve
specifically created for the UFDWRs

LI P
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UFD‘WRS T he Secretariat continues its work of coalition building via direct emails to




Work Programmes
The Task Forces of CARAM Asia



Task Force for the Empowerment of Migrants Living with HIV and Spouses (TFEM)

ver the past year, TFEM has sought to continue the core aciivities of 2007, which were

based on the needs of migrants living with HIV. This entailed conducting another :

Greater Involvement of People Living with HIV and AIDS (GIPA) and Advocacy Workshop
which was held between 27th — 29th June 2008 in Bangkok. This workshop was parti ]
by migrants living with HIV who w&r-u fﬂﬂﬂl pnmm in their mnmaﬁun andlor suppo




1.3

Advocacy:

To enable HIV positive migrant workers and spouses to be meaningfully involved
in the development, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of programs, and
policies addressing HIVIAIDS issues,

Types of activity: participated in the International AIDS Conference XVII in Mexico; developed
CARAM Asia's GIPA policy and statement; developed TFEM blog; intervention in the UN
General Assembly Special Session on HIVIAIDS; linked up and involved with regional and
intermational bodies (e.g. ASEAN, UNRTF, CS0O Forum, APN+, ICW, SEVEN SISTERS, etc).

1.4

Coalition and Alliance Building:

To network and bring migrant workers’ issues to the attention (and subsequent
inclusion to the agenda) of other local, national, regional, and international NGOs
and CBOs working on HIVIAIDS,

To build the understanding of other networks regarding the importance of cross-
cutting issues between migrant, HIVIAIDS, drug use, women, human rights, and

law & palicy.

To facilitate access to reintegration programmes,. especially CST for HIV positive
migrants and their spouses.

Type of activity. established a referral network for HIV positive migrants and their spouseas; estab-
lished links with other regional and international networks of PLHIV, and produced a regional
directory of service for HIV positive migrants’ needs.

LI P
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‘M'lam 1t wna ina

subsequent workshops. vel

was once again highlighted as nmﬂ!r’l-lﬂﬂﬂ from the |
UNGASS mesting in June and &ggpam sassion by UNAIDS was held to further address and
discuss the issue. :

221 Overall Objectives

4 A space for migrant workers to arficulate their issues and concerms

. To ensure the lifting of HIV-related Travel Restrictions and the removal of
mandatory testing of migrant workers was on the agenda of policymakers

; Skills building for the migrant representative

. Raise the visibility of CARAM Asia and its work

s To ensure that migrants and mobile population are included

CARAM Asia parficipated in the |AC XVII Mexico through its membership of the Saven Sisters
Coalition which organised the Asian Networking Zone (ANZ). The ANZ held a community discus-
sion entited Redefining AIDS in Asia which allowed local, regional, and intemational communities
to share their own reflections on the "Redefining AIDS in Asia™ report based on their community
Bxpenences.

A Erpon JEER



INTERNATIONAL AIDS CONFERENCE 2008 PROGRAMMES

Under the theme of Migration, Mobile & Refugee Populations; HIV and Mobility, HIV-related Travel
Rasfriction

Date Time Activities
JAugust 2008 | 09000 — 11.00 Labowr Migration & HIV: Emarging issues

11.00 - 13,00 Undermining Public Health & Human Rights. The US HIV Immigratien
and Tra'.'u Eah

4 Aupgust 2008 | 10.00 —12.00 Mva:man Mlgnarm; & HI".f-AIE:IS

14,30 — 15.00 Hidden Side Stugma & Discomination

Redefining AIDS in Asla - Community Perspectives

Gender netwarkang neads and opporunities Asian Metworking Zane (7 Sisters
Panel Discussion August 4th, 2008 14:00 - 16:00

Suksma Ratri, Anandi, Rico Gustay

Community discussion about CAA'S key recommendation and follow up

Film Shawing "“wom=n in frontins!

168,30 - 15.00 Maobile Population & Glaballzation [Bridging Session]

Speaker: Malu Marin, Bruhm Press
5 August 20038 11.00-12.30 P:mrunhm Frmnmu with Famaia Ew: '|'I.Fur1¢ErE-

12.30 - 14.30 'Frmnul Rasiriction on PLHIY: El:llng .HgmnEr Tha Gran of Human Rights
& Public Health

14,30 — 18.00 Scaling up HIV Testing & Counsalling: A Human Rights & Pulblic imperative

Speaker: Amara Quesada

Mewica - US i.hgraﬂnn and 'lﬁhuaﬁi‘ty to HIV and AlDS

1f|.-.3-:| —”H.il- oa Access & Caverage n Fim:m& Limited Satting

& Aupust 2008 | 10451200 Redefining AlDS in AELB [Women's Metworking fone]
Speaker: Suksma Hatr’l Jayanair

e s e —— o ar— —

11 00 =12.30 HIV=-AILES on The U—E H-:p:n Border: A Multi HEM Ceamrmunity A:J-prmh
b HIVSAIDS Prevention & Change

13,30 —14.30 Discussion on PEPFAR [Strategies from The South Zone]

Speaker: Suksma Ratri, Kelly Castagnaro, Serra Collins

16.30 = 18.00 Fighting AIDS Linder Fire: HIV Programming in Gonfict and posi-conllict Sefting

17.00 = 18 30 Challengling HIV-related Travel Restriction [Global Village]
Bpeaker: Suksma Ratri

7 August 2008 | 11.00-12.30 Thea Aftarmath of War: Wamen, Childran and Displaced Population
13.00 - 14.00 Vulnerabilites of Mabile and Refuges Populatons

[ LETFETH
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Recognising that CARAM Asia's partnars’ skills in advocacy needed to be built up, the migrant repre-
sentative who was attending the |AC XVIl Mexico was assigned to attend skills building workshops
during the conference.

222 Outputs of the Activity:

Parficipating in this activity raised the visibility of CARAM Asla’s work in the fields of HIV and

and this was primarily achieved through participating in exhibitions at the ANZ. CARAM Aﬂl’iF@Iﬂy.

Brief on Mandatory Testing was widely distributed, and our rapmaantaﬁm who spoke 1nﬂ'ﬁﬁm
Session were featured in the Global Village News.




231

232

233

Objectives of the Workshop
To build and enhance the skills of migrant workers and spouses living with HIV on
adyocacy and communication

To continue the involvement of participants of the previous CARAM workshop.
To follow up and strengthen action plans and recommendations from the previous

IPA workshop.

Outputs of the Workshop

Action plans for advocacy at the country levels.

Participants/Criteria for Participation

Preference was given o participants who had attended the previous regional workshop in Manila.
CARAM Asia supported the participation of migrants and their spousas living with HIV who fulfil
the following criteria;

-

3.0

[ LETFETH
Anmial Erpon J0i8

Must be currently involved in activiies or projects related to migration and/or
HIV/AIDS Issues of CARAM Asia's partners.

Must have the capacity to paricipate and share expanances dunng the workshop
discussions.

Must be willing, able and committed to plan and implement future goals and
activities after the training.

Lessons Learnt

There was a consensus that adequate knowledge of HIVIAIDS and a good
referral system are two of the most important things for migrant workers. In
addition, Pre-Departure Orientation Programs and Reintegration Programs are
essential. Support from other PLHIV networks, migrant networks, CBOs and
NGOs are needed in order to update CARAM Asia's members with the cross-
cutting issues between migration and HIVIAIDS, even including relating issues
such as human rights and drug use.

It is essential to establish multilateral dialogue between origin and destination
countries. This forum should be established in order to accommaodate the discus
sions among the stakeholders in both countries to resolve the existing issues of
migrant workers and HIVIAIDS.

The task force considers the GIFA Principles, and in this case, migrants living
with HIV as a prionity. The task force also considers it essential that migrants
living with HIY are empowered after reintegration to their home country.

In 2008, TFEM had started research on Stigma and Discrimination Against HI'V-
positive Migrants which unfortunately could not be fully accomplished due to tech
nical obstacles. This activity will now be finalised in 2009. However, maost of the
2008 planned activities were successfully conducted



'. initiatives and gaining
1g voluntary testing.

.....

bers on mturaﬁm and their health related
nd Civil Society process, and building advo-
2r Dialogue on HIV Prevention and Mandatory

To address the issues relating to the state of health of migrants across the Asian continent.
Type of activity: Country versions of the SOH Mandatory Testing report, a mapping exercise on
the vulnerability of migrants in South Asia.

13 Advocacy

To create an environment, where migrants shall be accorded all nghts and treated with dignity as
human beings.

Types of activity: Involvement in HIV-related Travel Restrictions Task Team, International AIDS
Conference (IAC) in Mexico, UNRTF and preparations for the Multi Stakeholder Dialogue on HIV
Prevention and Mandatory Testing and GFMD parallel events.

A Erpon JEER



1.4 Coalition and Alliance Building

To further press for the health rights of migrants to be recognised in migrants rights coalitions. To
build the capacity and understanding of other like-minded organisations in recognising the needs
and human rights of migrants, including health nghis.

Type of aclivity: Strengthen CARAM Asia's links through the UNRTF, the Seven Sisters Coalition,
and other Civil Society Organisations

2.0 Task Force Activities and Outcomes for 2008

Based on CARAM Asia’s Strategic Plan, and the four key work approaches descnbed above, the
S0OH task force camied out a number of programs to maximise our targets

2.1 Publication of National Reports

The publication of national reports for the SOH Mandatory Testing became a reality for many
countries in the region. Indonesia, Hong Kong, Vietnam, India, Nepal and Cambodia all published
their respective reports and held national level launches to raise awareness of the issue.

2.2 UNGASS High Level Mid-Term Review Meeting and the Asia Pacific Support Group

The UNGASS Mid-Term Review served as an important opportunity to review government
commitments relating to the Universal Access 2010 relating to HIV prevention, treatment, care
and support. CARAM Asia took important steps to participate at the actual UNGASS meeting,
maximised its opportunities for calls to lift the ban on HIV-related Travel Restrictions, and called
for HIV Mandatory Testing to be replaced with a more migrant friendly policy.

One of the most important developments was the mobilisation of Civil Society actors involved in
the battle against HIV/AIDS to build their capacities, and forge alliances through a Civil Society
initiative called the Asia Pacific Support Group (APSG)

Qutput: The APSG initiative focused on developing brief country reports to critiqgue and shadow
government reports at the LINGASS meetings. Through this exercise, CARAM Asia's partnars
were made aware of the focal paints in their own countries, which in turn helped them strengthen
advocacy initiatives at the national levels.

2.3 Participation in the International Task Team on Travel Restrictions

=Since the beginning of the year CARAM Asia was invited to sit on the UNAIDS Intemational Task
Team on HIV-related Travel Restnctions whose primary function was to respond and address seni-
ous violations related to travel restrictions of HIV positive individuals. Recognising the complexity of
issues that this brought, the task team divided tself into two teams; addressing both short and long
term travel restrictions respectively, Brahm Press, convener for the SOH task force, was appointed
chair of the Long Term HIV-related Travel Restrctions Team

Qutputs: The task team constructed a briefing document, listing ten reasons why there is an
immediate need o remove travel restrictions for HIV positive individuals, and this was used as an
excellent lobby document at the UNGASS meeting, This in turn led to China and the United States
reviewing the use of travel restrictions within its own borders.

[ LETFETH
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2.4 Production of a Policy Brief

The S0H task force also produced a Policy Brief on Mandatory Testing cleardy outlining the need for a
mare rights based approach to HIV testing. This was an important undertaking following up the previous
year's publication of the SOH report. It also demonstrated CARAM Asia's development in the field of
advocacy work at both the national and regional levels.

Output: The formulation of an attractive Policy Brief designed to target policy makers on the issue of
health and HIV testing.

2.5 Interventions at GFMD Parallel Meetings

The 2nd Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD) was held
in Manita, Philippines from 27th-30th of October 2008. CARAM Asia joined
forces with many groups and organised the International Assembl

grants and Hafugm {I&Hﬁ}, to wﬁ migrant voices and our incre

As part of the assembly, we co

and also organised a workshop
SOH, Brahm Press was one of t




3.0 Lessons Learnt

CARAM Asia’s member's ability to advocate at national levels needs further strengthening and
our subsequent capacity of regional advocacy to change policies will becoma 50 much more
significant when accompanied by strong efforts at national levels. Therefore, there is a real need
for activities in the field of advocacy to be sustained within the region

As issues relating to migration, HIV and health are often advocated on separate platforms, and
thera remains a real challenge for CARAM Asia and its network partners to actively connect
the two platforms, and work to build strong solid arguments as to why the interconnect is of vital
importance.

It has also become more evident that the S0OH task force needs to expand its work on the nght to
health, inciuding access fo healthcare issues, and to not just focus on issues ralating to HIVIAIDS
There is currently a large overlap with TFEM's work, and CARAM Asia needs (o actively broaden
its scope of work to encompass the larger haalth rights issues relating to maobile populations.

4.0 Moving Forward

The outcomes of the regional mesting on HIV Prevention and Mandatory Testing will spearhead
aven more opportunities for work at the sub regional level of ASEAN. National capacities must be
built to carefully monitor both the individual government responses and potential policy changes.

CARAM Asia will also attempt to hold Multi Stakeholder meetings in the region of South Asia
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). This
will be crucially impaortant to bring governments together and to further discuss important policy
changes related to HIV prevention and mandatory testing.

[ LETFETH
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ly into new horizons.
| with many like-minded
cted as workers.

ot enly for themselves but also 1o
e work to be recognised as work

[ toolkit, participating in such international
s GFMD.

Advocate and lobby for domestic work to be recognised as work.

Types of Activity: Roundtable meeting in the Middle-East (Jordan) on legislating domestic work
within the scope of national labour legisiation. speaking with both the UNSR on the Human Rights
of Migrants, and with the UNSR on Contemporary Forms of Slavery at a Regional Consultation,
and national level lobbying in different countries.

14 Coalition and Alllance Building

Ower the past year, the work of the FDW task force had a wide ranging spectrum, and it was
through this that the network subsequently built important alliances.

Type of Activity: Attended the Asian Rural Women’s Conference, the GFMD, the UNSR consul-

tations, the ASEAN Taskforce on Migrant Workers, the International Migrants Alliance and the
United for Foreign Domestic Workers Rights Coalition.

A Erpon JEER
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20 Task Force Activities and Qutcomes in 2008

2.1 Asian Rural Women's Conference

The FDOW task force, together with the MHG task force, led the prepa-
ration for CARAM Asia's delegation participating in the first ever
Asian Rural Women's Conference, from Bth-8th of March. In linking
rural displacement with international migration, the conference was
a powerful testimony of grassrools women, determined to fight for
justice and equality. CARAM Asia organised a workshop on Rural
Women and Migration, and had several domestic workers participate
in the event.

2.2 CARAM Asia joined and gave inputs to the founding assembly of the International
Migrants Alliance (IMA). IMA is a global alliance of im/migrants, refugees and displaced people.
The historic assembly was held in Hong Koeng on June 15th -16th, 2008. Im/migrants, refugeses,
and displaced people, from different grassrools organisations, countries, and global regions,
joined together with migrant institutions, trade unions and migrant advocates o attend the IMA
founding assembly. The assembly has developed a global united voice and a set of actions for
grassroots im/migrants, refugees and displaced people to protect and promote their ights and
wellbeing. The FDW task force introduced our on-going campaign on the UFDWRS "Recognise
domestic Work as Work™ and invited more domestic workers' groups to join the campaign, achiev-
ing one of the campaign's crucial objectives. Val Soc, CARAM Asia's previous program officer
for FDW, also presented a paper on "Health and Migration" with the purpose of highlighting the
indivisibility of health and human nights in the process of migration. CARAM Asia's participation
also sought to bridge the issue of health including HIVIAIDS in the migration field by facilitating
the participation of PLWHIV at IMA_

2.3 Jordan Roundtable Meeting

On August 25th 2008, the FDW task force led CARAM
Asia into unchartered territory through a crucially impor-
tant activity, a High Level Roundtable Meeting in Jordan
to discuss legislating domestic work into labour laws

Although CARAM Asia had previously attempted to make
inroads into the region of the Guif and Middle East, work in
that direction stalled for a variety of reasons. This re-entry
sparked much interest and enthusiasm among CARAM
Asia members, the UNIFEM Regional Office of the Arab  + \'\
States, Solidanty Centre and several other organisations.

We also brought in other participants from neighbouring countries, mainly Lebanon, Saudi Arabia
and Bahrain. A great deal of attention was generated by our presence there, and the Foundation
for the Future, (FFF), a philantrophic organisation, immediately took interest in our work, and
made some potential promises of future grants.

Outputs: News coverage in Jordanian newspapers and meetings with the FFF.
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2.4 FDW Task force Strategic Planning Meeting

Following the Roundtable Meeting, a two day Strategic Planning Meeting was organised to help the
FOW task force properly strategise the One Paid Day Off Campaign, and to recognise domestic
work as work.

All task force members brainstormed and formulated a comprehensive campaign plan, with much
of the focus given to regional advocacy and building momentum for the future. Debbie Stothard
and Jackie Pollock were our facilitators, and greatly assisted in helping sharpen our analysis on
the issua.

Output: A campaign plan for the next year and beyond.

25 UNSR Consultation on Women Migrants

(APVWLD) and the Global Alliance '_ Traffic
25th 2008, a few days prior to the GFMD,




2.7 United for Foreign Domestic Workers Rights (UFDWR)

CARAM Asia remains a co-secretariat with the

APWLD in managing the regional campaign at recog- i
nising domestic work as work. This initiative is a result Domestic work

of the increasing solidarity between various regional recognised as work”
networks aimed at developing protection for foreign

domestic workers. Developing comics and simple booklets on the UFDWR have been some of
the key activities that this regional grouping has worked on. Beside this, the regional coalition
also had a campaign that gave space for domestic workers o write down messages close o
their hearts and displayed the tea towels at vanous events attended by UFDWRs members,

Lessons Learnt

During the past twelve months, there have been many steep learning curves for the FDW task
force. With the regional campaign to recognise domestic work officially launched in November
2007, the past year has sought to set things in motion and build on the progress of the campaign
and capitalise on the growing momentum surrounding the movemeant of this issue,

There are many groups that work on similar goals, and there Is a dire need to further consolidate
our individual aims in order to act with greater unison.

One of the key challenges that the FDW task force continues to face is the need to include the
subject of health rights, and for our allies to realise the importance of this aspect within our collec-
tive lobby agenda.

Moving Forward

The past year has demonstrated that there is a great deal of promise for the future of this task
force. Over the next year, our two main targets will be looking at the practical applications of GR
26 that specifically calls for the Protection of Rights of Migrant Women, and the development of
a proposed ILO Convention on Domestic Workers that is set to begin next year

CARAM Asia will organise a workshop at the ASEAN People's Forum, the parallel people's meet-
ing leading up to the ASEAN Summit, and another High Level Roundtable Meeting in May, an the
practical applications of the CEDAW framework. This will be conducted in close collaboration with
I'WRAW Asia Pacific and GAATW
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The GFMD and the LINSR consultation served as important platform for the advocacy of MHG.
Types of ﬂlﬁfﬂtr UHEH consultation, GFMD parallel meetings, and SAARC meeting on Migrants
and HIV.

1.4 Coalition Building

The MHG task force also took the opportunity to build alliances through key events such as the
ARWC, the IMA and the GFMD.
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Activities of the Task Force for 2008

20 Asian Bural Women's Conference

The MHG task force, together with FDW, |ed the preparations for CARAM Asia in having a
delegation participate in the first ever Asian Rural Women's Conference, from March 6th-8th. In
linking rural displacement with international migration, the conference was a powerful testimony
of grassroots women, determined to fight for justice and equality. CARAM Asia organised a
woarkshop on Rural Women and Migration, and had several domestic workers participate in the
avent

Cutput: Rich testimonies given by rural women across the Asian continent. A new loose network
was established to further the goals of this movement, of which CARAM Asia is a member.

2.1 The GFMD

As described above CARAM Asia formed a strong delegation in its participation against the
GFMD. This served as an experience for the task force and led to the building of coalitions and
assearting our positions in the public sphere. The workshop on the use of LEP also focused on
the impact on the quality of lives of migrant’s inline with the research that is currently being con-
ducted by the MHG task force

CARAM Asia had taken a strong position to stay away from the GFMD Civil Society process
because of its ever increasing stipulations that continues to alienate migrant voices.

2.2 PAR MHG Workshop

In July 2008, the MHG task force readied itself to undertake a very crucial PAR process involving
the participation of eleven countries. The tile for this project is the Participatory Action Research
on Remittances: Impacts on Migrant Workers Quality of Life

The aim of the PAR research is to create a clearer insight into migrant workers’ conditions of work,
debt-burdens, use of income for living expenses, savings and transfeming remittances, the social
costs and bensfits of remittances, and how current strategies, policies and practices impact the
quality of life of migrants. By analysing these factors, the wider aim of the research is to amass
evidence to challenge the pravailing belief that remittances are a tool for development and ane of
the world's greatest methods for poverty reduction.

The process for this began in July 2008 and CARAM-ASIA hired project consultant Ms Pranom
Somwaong in order to provide technical support and coordinate members on MHG/ PAR process
following a planning workshop that was held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia between the 23rd -
25th July 2008. Tony Tujan, from the IBON Foundation, also assisted the network in providing
technical support in the planning workshop. This level of added assistance helped underscore
the importance of such a research and helped panicipant's develop a framework in regards o
research questons, main hypothesis and research design
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The Actual Research

The research was divided into three categories.

1

Joint Research will incorporate dimensions from both the source and destination country.
Tenaganita will conduct PAR with Nepali, Indonesian, Cambodian and Bangladeshi
migrant workers in Malaysia addressing how neo-liberal policies undermine the quality
of life and well-being of migrant workers. Tenganita will also work in collaboration with
partners in the source country (NIDS , Solidaritas Perempuan, CARAM Cambodia | an:l
OKUP) to examine the dependency on remittances with regard to external develoj
finance, the impact on migrant communities in the source countries, the social mﬁam
quality of life of migrant communities in countries with strong LEF, and the relationship
between national financial budgeting for sustainable MWWW

remittances.

|
AM) in India, LHRLA in Pakistan and DAWN in Phi
PAR analysis of the situation ars

T

Although CARAM Asia d
organise the |nﬂashuau.lg'#, .

Soligaitas Perempuan




The Way Forward:

Ower the next year, it is essential that the MHG task force confinues to encourage our partners
to remain committed to their existing responsibilities towards the network. This incudes collating
information and writing up summaries of their research, to designate a focal person for each group
who will be responsible for collecting and combining the research data. The project consultant, will
be in tum, visit focal point partners during the procass in order to combineg the research data and
to wnte up the group research

It is also important for the MHG task force to lead CARAM ASIA in examining the impact that the
financial ensis will have on migration within the region. At the very least, we will witness millions of
people being pushed further into poverty and this in turn will have dire conseguences in relation
to health. The current crisis may force a race to the bottom in the working conditions for migrant
workers, forcing both documented and undocumented workers to ook for lower paying jobs,
exposing themselves to graver working conditions, further exploitation, and will enable employers
to further drag down labour standards. Unemployment and retrenchment of migrant workers will
also pose serious consequences as countries of ongin are unable to provide safety mechanisms
to reintegrate their ciizens and families dependent on the remittances will be pushed further inta

poverty,

The MHG task force will continue to work with the IBON Foundation for technical support to help
increase the capacities of MHG member researchers with regards to research skills and also per-
spectives on migration, health concerns and their relationship to economic globalisation policies,
strategies and trends. VWe also hope the results of the research will demonstrate the need for an
altemative development model that seeks to reduce the phenomenon of forced migration brought
about by the lack of a livelihood ophions, sustainable development and high guality of life in the
countries of origin.

‘increase the capacities of
MHG researchers”
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ect inte a multilateral
e rights of migrants. Throughout
g its content. The framework, once
r Ministers Meeting, in May 2009
committee called the ASEAN
2 focal points in each country to
ant Workers is fully implemented

CARAM Asia parlld al of the NGO meetings with the High Level Panel Members

who were tasked with mwmﬂmm of reference of the ASEAN Human Rights Body.
We were especially concemed with how the ASEAN Committee on Migrant workers links up with

the ASEAN Human Rights Body.

The issue of heaith nights of migrants is often overshadowed by other basic concems for migrants
such as livelihood issues, labour nghts efc, As such CARAM Asia’s emphasis on a holistic nghts
based approach is very impartant in this regard,

The Multi Stakeholder Dialogue and ASEAN

Through its work with the UN Regional task force on HIV, CARAM Asia spent the last few months
preparing for a High Level Dialogua on Migration and HIV Vulnerability. The ASEAN Secretariat
has been directly engaged to organise this meeting which will bring various ministries together to
discuss the complex issues relating to migration and health including HIV related concerns. This
meating will take place in February 2009
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South Asian Association Regional Cooperation (SAARC)

Admittedly, regional cooperation at the SAARC level is much more difficult, largely in par because
the institution remains weak and poorly resourced. The India-Pakistan issue has further thrown
intermregional discourse and Trans boundary issues off the radar as far as priorities of member
states in South Asia are concermed.

Meveriheless, CARAM Asia worked successfully with the UN agencies to co-organise a High
Level Consultation with the cooperation of the SAARC Secretariat on HIV and Migration in
June 2008, This meeting was held as part of our ongoing project with the UNDP on mapping
the patterns of migration in South Asia.

The Gulf and Middle East Region

CARAM Asia's reentry into the Guif region after a long hiatus was deemed as among the biggest
achievements of CARAM Asia in 2008. With a long term program emvisionad through the support
of the Foundation for the Future, we expect to escalate our work in the Middle East, especially on
women migrants and foreign domestic workers

[ LETFETH
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‘ Financial Reports and Analysis

Source of Income

In 2008, grants received wasw;— 57,384,
Netherlands and United Nations




Caram Asia’s Expenditure Breakdown

Program Cost
61.6%

Human Resource Cost
26.4%

Institutional
Development &
Support

5.6%

Operational Cost
4.4% —

Website *
Development &
Support

2.0%
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ANNEX A:
CARAM Secretariat Staff Movement Calendar 2008

No Date Meeting/Event Venue Action by
1 | 2-3 Feb SAPA General Forum Bangkok CG
2 | 4-Feb GFMD Asian consultation prep Bangkok CG
meeting
1-Mar RRAM Seminar on Women's rights to |Petaling Jaya |[RR
Contraception and Abortion
3 | 2-5 March HDN correspondents meeting Chiang Mai |Ratri
4 2.8 March AWRC Chennai, V3 and NN
| India
5 | 28 March - FIDH lobby with the EU on middieeast | Brussels CG
4 April
6 | 30 March - IPPF workshop Bangkok SR
2 April
7 | 7T=9 May ASEAN meeting with UNDP and UNDP | Lao PDR CG
8 | 20 - 22 May Coalition of Asia Pacific Region BKK SR
MNetworks on HIVIAIDS
8 | 1415 June International Migrants Alliance Hong Kong | Val
founding meetng
10| 28th to GIPA Workshop BKK SR
30th June
11| Sthto 7th Juné UNGASS mid term review meeting on | New York SR
HIV and AIDS
12| 23rd to PAR MHG NEPAL NN&CG
26th July
13| 13-Aug National Consultation on the ASEAN | Shah Alam, |VC
Declaration on the protection and Malaysia
promotion of the rights of migrants
workers
14| 8-10 Oct Regional Think Tank meeting BKK SR
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ANNEX A: (continued)
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| Board of Directors

Irene Fernandez
of Tenaganita, Malaysia (Chairperson)

Ganesh Gurung
of Nepal Institute of Development Studies (NIDS), Nepal

Manju Gurung
of POURAKHI, of Nepal

Saikul Millat Morshed
of Shikka Shastha Unnayan Karzakam (SHISUK), Bangladesh

Carmelita Nuqui
of Development Action for Women Network (DAWN), Philippines

Zia Ahmad Awan
of Lawyers for Human Rights & Legal Aid (LHRLA), Pakistan
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Regional Network Members



CARAM Asia Secretariat

8th Floor, Wisma ML= 31,

Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman

50100 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: +603-2697-0708 | +603-2697-0219
Fax: +603-2697-0282

Email: caraminfo@caramasia.org
Website: www.caramasia.org

BAHRAIN

BCHR (Bahrain Center for Human Rights)
Email: info@bahrainrights.org
Website: www.bahrainrights.org

BANGLADESH

SHISUK (Shikkha Shastha Unnayan
Karzakam)

711 Block-A, Lalmatia, Dhaka 1207,
Bangiadesh

Tel: +880-2-9126235

Fax: +880-2-8118393

Email: infocenter@shisuk.org
Website: www.shisuk.org

OKUP - Ovibashi Karmi Unnayan Program
Dania, Demra, Dhaka 1236 Bangladesh

Tel: +880-1-818375551

Mobile: +01819224308

Fax: +880-2-8349118

Email: okup.ent@gmail.com

Bangladeshi Ovibashi Mohila Sramik
Association (BOMSA)

63 East Rampura, Dhaka 1219, Bangladesh
Tel: +880-2-8362 410/ 9359 544

Fax: +880-2-9359 544

Email: bomsa@dhaka.net;
bomsadhakag@gmail.com
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CAMBODIA

CARAM Cambodia

#193 AED, Street 63, Sangkat Boeung
Keng Kang 1, Khan Chomecar Mon
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 2625

Tel : +855-23-218065

Fax: +855-23-218065

Email: caram.cam@online.com.kh
Wesite: CARAM Cambaodia Pages

HONG KONG

Sl John's Cathedral HIV Education Centre

St. John's Cathedral HI'V Education Centre, 4 -
8 Garden Road, Central, Hong Kong

Tel: (852) 2523-0631 / (852) 2501-0653

Fax: (852) 2523-1581

Email : manager@sjhivctr.com

Website : www.sjhivctr.com

INDIA

AMI (Arunodhaya Migrant Intiatives)
103, Jayam Block, Chitra Avenue
Choolaimedu

Chennai, 500 094 India

Tel: +91 44 23746450

Email: amagini@yahoo.com
Wesite: AMI web pages

PEACE Trust (People's Education For Action
And Community Emancipation)

Near Palice Housing Colony, Trichy Road
Dindigul 624005 Tamil Nadu, India

Tel: +91-451-410021

Fax: +91-451-410372

Email: peacetrustfvsnl.com

Website: www.peacetrust.org.in



INDONESIA

Solidaritas Perempuan

JI. Jati Padang Raya Gg. Wahid
Mo, B4 Pasar Minggu

Jakarta Selatan 12540 Indonesia
Tel: +62-21-7802529/7826008
Fax: +62-21-7802529

Email: soliper@centrin.net.id
Website: www.solidaritas-
perempuan.org/sp_ind/

JAPAN

SHARE - Services for the Health in Asia and
African Regions

Maruko Bldg,

5F 1-20-8 Higashiueno,

Taito = Ku,

Tokyo,

110- 0015 Japan.
Tel:81-3-5807 7581

Fax: 81-3-3837 2151

Email: info@share.or.jp
Website: share.or.jp/english/

JORDAN

Adaleh Center For Human Rights Studies
Amman -Tla'a Al-Ali, P.O. Box 183682 - code
11118

Tel: +962 6 560 2371

Fax: +962 6 560 3626

Email: adaleh@adaleh-center.org

Website: httpJ/iwww.adaleh-center.org/

KOREA

KHAP (Korea HIVIAIDS Prevention & Support
for Foreigners)

30-8, Donam 1-dang

Seongbuk-gu, Seoul 136-890, Korea

Tel: 02 927-4322

Email: kuisc@kaids.or.kr

Website: www.khap.org
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MALAYSIA

Tenaganita

Fenthouse, Wisma MLS, No. 31, Jalan Tuanku
Abdul Rahman

50100 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel:+60-3-2691 3691 / 2697 3671

Fax: +60-3-2691 3681

Email: tenaganita@yahoo.co.uk

Website: www.tenaganita.net

NEPAL

NIDS (Nepal Institute of Development
Studies)

Mo 23, Madhur-Marg, Chundevi, Kathmandu
Tel: +97T7-1-4T212774721278

Email: nids@mail.com.np

Website: www.nids.org

Pourakhi

Chandol, Maharajgunj
Kathmandu, Mepal

Tel: +977-1-4720573

Fax: +977-1-4427 306

Email: pourakhi@mail.com.np

Heralo Academy

Birauta, Pokhara, VWard No. 17
Gandaki Zone, Nepal

Tel: +977-61-533278 | +977-61-431506
Fax: +977-61-550264

Email: heraloacademy@yahoo.com

PAKISTAN

AMAL Human Development Network
House # 7, Street 62, G-6/4

Islarmabad, Pakistan

Tel: +92-51-2824930, 2827774

Fax: +92-51-2272491

Email: mails@amal-hdn.org
Website: amal-hdn.org

LHRLA (Lawyers for Human Rights &
Legal Aid)

D-1, 1st Floor, Court View Apartment, Opp.
Sindh Assembly Building

Court Road, Karachi 74200, Pakistan

Tel: +92-21-5685824, 5219902

Fax: +92-21-5685938

Email: Ihrla@fascom.com/

carampak@lhrla.com
Website: www.lhrla.com %



PHILIPPINES

ACHIEVE (Action for Health Initiatives)
162-A 5ct. Fuentebella Ext., Brgy. Sacred Heart
Quezon City 1103 Philippines

Tel: +632 414-6130

TellFax: +632 426-6147

Email: achieve_caram@yahoo.com/
achieve@achieve.org.ph

Website: achieve.org.ph

DAWN (Development Action for Women
Network)

Room 514, Don Santiago Building.

1344 Taft Avenue, Ermita, Manila, Philippines
1000

Tel: +632 526-9098

Fax: +632 526-9101

Email: dawnphil@i-next.net

Website: www.dawnphil.org

SINGAPORE

Humanitarian Organization for Migration
Economics (H.O.M.E.)

304 Orchard Road,

08-22 Lucky Plaza, Singapore 238863,

Tel: +65 6333 8359

Fax: 65-6333 Ba56

Email: vip@home.org.sq

Website: www.home.org.sg

SRI LANKA

CDS (Community Development Services)
16C Cambridge Terrace

Colombo 07, Sri Lanka

Tel: +94-11-2697731 / +94-11-2677748
Fax: +94-1-2689887

Email: cds@eureka.lk

MSC (Migrant Services Centre)

10, Council Lane, Dehiwala, Srl Lanka

Tel: +94-T4-203768

Fax: +94-1-713386

Email: migrant@sitnet.lk/ migrant@eureka.lk
Website: www.eureka.lk/migrant/
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HDO - Human Development Organization
F.O Box. 171 Kandy 20000,

Sn Lanka

Tell Fax: +94-812232217

Email: sivahdo@ids.lk

THAILAND

MAP (Migrant Assistance Program)
PO Box 7, Chiang Mai University
Chiang Mai, 50200, Thailand

Tel: +66-53-811202

Fax: +66-583-811202

Email: map@mapfoundationcm.org
Website: www.mapfoundationcm.org

Raksthai Foundation

185 Phaholyothin Sol 11

Bangkok 10400

Thailand

Email: promboon@raksthai.org

Website: www.raksthai.org/eng/index.php

VIETNAM

MRSC (Mobility Research and Support
Center)

132/65,To Hien Thanh Street, District 10

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Tel: +84-8-8629670

Fax: +84-8-9700590

Email: caramvn@hecm.van.vn

IHED (Institute for Health Environment and
Development)

86 Hang Bac Street,

Hanoli, Vietnam

Tel: +84-4-8267188

Email: dung@vnn.vn



CARAM Asia

8th Floor, Wisma MLS 31, Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman
50100 Kuala Lumpur
Malaysia

Telephone: +60 326 970 708 Fax: +60 326 970 282

Email: caraminfo@caramasia.org
WWW. L:aramasia.nrg
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